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MINUTES OF A REGULAR ME&TING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCl!l: 

Torrance, california 
September a, 1942 

The City Council of the City ot Torrance convened in a 
Regular Meeting in the COWlcil Chamber, City Hall, 'rommce, 
Ca11fornla, on Tuesday, september 8, 1942, at 7:45 P.M. 

lIayor McGuire called the meeting ' to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll,thoseanswering present 
being Cou.ncilmeD.: Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. 
Absent: Councilmen: None • 

.&veryone p.resent in the Council Chamber Saluted. the Flag: 

Councllman Babcock moved that the Minutes of a Regular 
Meeting held August ZO, 1942, be approved as '4IT'1 tten. CoUilcll
man Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A commun1cation from the ~rrance C1vil Service Board was 
read submitting Classifications of City Employees for a~proTal 
«ad stating that the COunty Commission will soon issue a Salary 
ordinance tor the City ot ~rrance. . 

Clerk Bartlett presented each member of the Council with 
a OQPy ot said Classl:tications. No action was taken. 

A communication from the Torrance Civil Service Board was 
read submitting a resolution authoriziq the temporary employment : 
of maIL who do not meet the requir.ements ot Civil Service Ord:t.~ 
nances Nos.·249 and 326, especlally in the Fire and Police De
pertments, in view of the fact that due to the war emergency it 
is becoming more and more difficult to seoure employees for the 
varlous departments who can fulfill the qual1fications required 
by the above-mentioned ordinances. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1548 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE BESPECT'
ING CITY EMPLOYEES. 

Councilman Powell moved that Resolution No. le4a be adopted. 
Councilman Hi tohcock seconded the mot ion, whl ah was (tarried by 
the following. roll call Velte: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cuoci, 
Hitohcock, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. AB
SENT: COUNCIIJIEN: None. 

In the discussion which ensued, Attorney McCall advised that 
a resolution cannot change an ordinance; but that in this partiou
lar case inasmuch as pro~ective employees cannot qualify under 
the requirements of Ordinances Nos. 249 and 326, thei:- employment 
cannot be governed by said ordinances; and that Resolution No. 
1548 is therefore legally in order. . 

A communication from the National SUpply Company was read 
requesting the removal of two eucalyptus trees on the North side 
ot Carson Street, the first .. n4 second trees west of Ferrocarril 
AV@llue , which are restricting the proper operation of their new 
cooling tower. 



Counc1lman Hitchcock moved that the request ot the National 
SUpply Company tor the removal ot two eucalyptus trees on the 
North aide ot Carson street be granted. Oouncilman Powell second
ed the mot10n, which was carried unan1mously. 

A communicat10n trom the National SUpply Oompany signed by 
F. 3. Oarpenter, Assistant Tr.easurer, was read requesting the C1ty 
of ~orrance to execute quitclaim deed to certain easements in 
connection with the right-ot-wayof the Pacif1c Electric Ra11way 
Company known as Lot It Traot No. 1427, in favor ot the Detense 
Plant Corporation by reason ot the fact that the Government has 
requested said company to obta1n quitclaim deeds trom all parties 
interested in the above described easement. ' 

Councilman Powell moved that the communication from The 
National SUpply Oompany requesting the execution ot quitclaim 
deed to certain easements in connection wi1;h the right-ot-way ot 
the Pacific Blectric Ra1lway Company known as Lot I, Tract No. 
1427 in favor ot the Detense Plant Corporation be turned over to 
the City Attorney with instructions to draw up the necessary papers 
granting quitclaim, deed to said property as per request ot the 
National SUpply Company. Oouncilman Hitchcook seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

A eo,mmunication trom the Lam! ta Taxi Service, signed by 
Jamas W. Alt'ord, was read applying tor a taxi license to operate 
in the Oity ot Torrance and requesting that it license is issued 
permission be granted to the writer to operate trom 1530 cravens 
Avenue. 

Olerk Bartlett advised that he had a communication trom 
Harvel's Service station, 1530 Cravens Avenue, granting permis
sion to Mr. Alford to operate his taxi business trom said loca
tion. 

Councilman Powell ,moved that the requestsot James W • .Alford 
ot the LOmita Taxi Service for permission to obtain a taxi license 
and to operate from 1530 Cravens Avenue be granted. Councilman 
Hitchcook seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication trom Fire Chief .1'. E. McMaster was read 
enolosing a request from Ivan Kettering for leave of absence 
from his position as engineer in the Fire Department for the dura
tion of the war pending his enlistment in the u.s. Ooast Guard~ 

Mayor McGuire advised that no action would be necessary on 
this matter by reason of the fact that proper legislation -has been 
passed which assures the reinstatement atter the war of Civil 
Service employees who enter any branch . of the U. S. Service dur
ing the present emergency. 

A communication from Mrs, Lura Davls, 1522 Crenshaw Boulevard, 
was read requesting that two euoalyptus trees on the northeast 
corner of Crenshaw and Sonoma be out · to about twelve feet from the 
ground. 

Councilman Baboook moved that the oommunication trom Mrs. 
Lura Davis be referred to the street Department. CounaiLlman 
Hitchcook seconded the motion, which was c~rried unanimously. 

A communication trom Mr. C. Z. Ward, Manager of the Torranoe 
Municipal Bus Lines was read recommending that the contract wit~ 
B. F~ Goodrich Company for the rental and lease· of tires tor 
Torrance Municipal busses be signed for a five-year period. The 
writer also advised that the rate for the rental of said tires 
has been changed from .0001 to .006 per mile. 

A discussion arose in which members of the Oounoil viewed 
with skeptioism the proposed five-year contBact. 

Oounc1lman Hi tchoOQ;k moved that the tentative contract with 
the B. F. Goodrich Company for the rental and lease ot tires for 



Torrance Municipal busse~ be turned over to the 01ty Attorney 
for recommendation and report at the next meeting with reterence 
to the contract term. COunoilman Babcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

A communication trom the Walteria Civic Organization was 
read enclosing a copy of a letter sent by said organization to . 
the Los Angeles County Health Center, 2300 Carson Street, TOrrance, 
California, requesting that an overflowing cesspool on Park Street 
in Walteria be taken care of imm~d1ately. The former oommunication 
stated that no investigation had been made by the Health Center 
and theretore asked that the Council see that action is taken in 
the immediate future. . 

CoUncilman Powell moved that the City Clerk be instructed 
to communicate with the County Health Department stating the con
ditions ot the cesspool at the Park Street, Walteria, location 
and .advising that the Oity COunoil urges immediate aotion in re
gard to remedyi,ng the .oondition. Counoilman Hitchcoekseconded 
the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication from the Division of .Highways addressed to 
the City Engineer was read authoriz:i,ng an allocation of not to 
exceed 1150.00 from the i¢ Gas fax Fund tor Streets ct' Major 
Importance for the paving of the intersection at Torrance Boule
vard and Madrid Avenue to conform with the new grade of t:Q,e Santa 
Fe tracks, as part of the proposed improvement plans for 'forranoe 
Boulevard. Ma tter of record. 

Clerk Bartlett presented a pet1tion addressed to the City 
Council signed by sixteen home owners respectfully requesting the 
repair of Amie Street f'rom Torrance Boulevard to Spenot?r street. 

City Engineer Jain reported that he had already inspect~d 
Amie Street and recommsnded that it be repaired soon. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the City Engineer prepare 
estimates ot the cost of repairing Amie Street from Torrance 
Boulevard to Spencer street to present at the next meeting. 
Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the 
following roll call vote: . AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, CUCCi, 
Hitohcock, Powell, and MoGuire. NQES~ COUNCILMEN: None. AB
SENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1549 
. 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING 
THE. FIRE DEPARTMENT TO ASSIST IN 
EMERGENCY CALLS OUTSIDE OF THE: 
CITY LIMITS. 

Attorney McCall assured the COuncil that Resolution No. 
1549 was oonslstent wlth the new state Law governing action ot 
fire. departments during the war eme~gency. 

Councilman Powell moved that Resolution NO. 1549 be adopted. 
Councilman Babcock seconded the mpti~)Jl, which was carried by the 
:following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, CUcoi, 
Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. AB
SENT: . COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved tpat an appropriation of not to 
exceed 19&.00 be ~de tor plumbing fixtures tor the buildings 
in the City Park .Occupied by the California state Guards. 

Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, wh1eh was carried by 
the following rollcall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, CuCCi, .. 
Hitchoook, Powell, and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Hone.·.AB
SENT: COUNCILMEN: None .. 



Counci~an Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of ,144.00, 
plus tax, be made for retreading four 11 x 24 tires on the diesel 
patrol motor grader which is used in the Street Department:. 

Councilman Babcook seconded the motion, which 1I8.S carried by 
the following roll call vote: A.YES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUCCi, 
Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. AB
S'EN'l.' : OOUNO ILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $500.00 be made for road materials for surfaCing Eldorado 
Street between Crenshaw Boulevard and Elm Avenue. COunoilman 
Babcock seconded the motion, whioh was o;arried by the follonng 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUcci, Hitchcock, 
Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL-
MEN: None. . 

Counoilman Hitchoook moved that Mr. O.car Butterfield, City 
Electrioian, be authorized to attend the International Association 
of Electrical Inspeotors' Meeting at Fresno, September 21-23, 1942, 
,,1 th expenses paid. Councilman Powell seconded the mo:tion, which 
was oarried by the follo·w1ng roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Baboook, Cuooi, Hitchoook, Powell, and MoGuire.NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Hitohcook moved that the City Councilmen and those 
whom they designate be authorized to attend the League of California 
Cities Meeting in Los J.ngeles. t11>m September 21, to 2:4, 1942, in
olusive, with expenses paid. Counoilman Babcook seconded the 
motion, whioh was oarried by the following roll call vote; .YES: 
COUNCILMEN: Baboook, CUoci, Hitohoock, Powell, and MoGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMJm: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

In answer to an inquiry from Mayor McGuire, Att9rn~y r-tooall 
advised that the matter of the Perry Mutual Water Co. water well 
in North Torranoe was still in the hands of Don Findley. 

City Engineer Jain requested that he be authori~ed to revert 
Traot 13122 trom city lots to acreage as per request of Kenneth E. 
Gill, Civil Engineer, made on behalf ot Anne Taylor, prope,rty 
@wner, who wishes to revert said property in order to sell it more 
easily. _ 

In the discussion whioh followed, ,said diseussionrelating 
to the necessary checking of map of above-mentioned property by the 
County of Los Angeles and City of Torrance, Attorney MoCall advised 
that in reverting property attention should be given to a statute 
governing same. . 

councilman Hitchcock moved that the Oity Engineer be authorized 
to proceed with whatever steps are necessary t.o revert 'fract 1312:2 
from city lots to acreage as per request of Kenneth E .. ,Gill, Civil 
Engineer, made on behalf of Anne Taylor, owner of said property .. 
Oouncilman Babcock seoonded the motion, whioh was carried _unanimous
ly. 

. City Engineer Jain resked for permission to charge the County 
of · Los Angeles a cheoking fee for his 8e"1.ces; and also requested 
that he be granted permission to authorize the County Surveyor to 
charge the Subdivider $15.00 plus 50¢ per lot for the former's 
portion of the checking servioes. 

COunci~ Hitchcock moved that the City Engineer be author
ized to make a minimum charge of $10.00 for the City's portion of 
the oost of checking any and all subdivision maps; and that the 
Oity Engineer also be granted permission to authorize · the county 
SUrveyor to oharge the SUbdivider $15.00 plus 50¢ per lot for the 
fo.rmer's portion of the checking servioes. Councilman Babcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following r~ll call 
yote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, Cucci, Hitchcock, powell, ant 
MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 



· 01 ty Engineer .Jain reported that in order to e~ct a crossing 
at Abalone street and Plaza del Amo an applioation must be submitted 
to the State Railroad Commission; and theref'ore requested authoriza
tion to 1"ile application for that purpose. 

The City Engineer also advised that the Oity would be expected 
to assume the cost of' constructing ·the crossing and to mainta1n the 
area two reet outside of' each rail. and that the railroad company 
would be expected to maintain the portion within two f'eet of the 
outside tracks. 

Muoh discussion regarding the acquisition of' materials f'ollo.ed. 
In answer to- an inquiry regarding the legali ty of the O'i ty . 

Engineer riling applioation with the Railroad O~mmission, Attorney 
MoCall suggested a motion to the effect that the Oity Attorney be 
authorized to prepare and file a petition bef'ore· the Railroad. Com.
mission for a permit to erect a crossing at Abalone Street and 
Plaza del Amo in the Oity of Torrance; whereupon COuncilman 
Hitchcock moved that the City Attorney be authorized; to prepare 
and. rile a petition' before the Ra1lroad Comm1ssion for a permi t to 
ereot a crossing at Abalone street and Plaza del Amo in the City 
ot 'l"orranoe. Councilman Babco'ck seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the f'ollowing roll oall vote: A.YES: C:OUNOILMEN: 
Babcock, CUooi, Hi tchcoek, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: OOUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

The City Engineer opened a discussion relating to the prioe 
and type of' traf'f10 striping to be cons1d.ered tor the streets in 
the City of' Torrance in need of same. He d.is;cussed at length. 'the 
·skip· and Wbeaded- stripe which eould.beused and advised that 
1Ir. J. H. Ganey, Jr., ot Los Angeles, . is willing to do the lrGrk at 
a price equal to that charged in previous years. 

COuncilll'l.all Hitchoock moved that the City Engineer be auth
orized to enter into a contraot on behalf of' the City of' ~orrance 
wi th Mr. J. H. Ganey, Jr., of Los Angeles, for traffic stripIng 
streets in the City of Torrance as designated by the Oity Engineer 
at the unIt pr1ces quoted to the City Engineer, s&id contract not 
to exceed 11,000.00, including tax; and that .stern Avenue and. 
such other streets deSignated by the City Engineer be striped 
with the -beaded- type of 8~e at the additional unit price 
quoted. COunc1lm.an Babcock second.ed the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Cucei, H1tohco~k, Powell, and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: . None • 
.ABSEN'1': COUNOllUN: None. 

00unc1l.iJtanJl1tcficock moved that an appropriation ot 180.00 
be made tor repairs to the engine of' Bus No. 103. Councilman 
Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried by ~e f'0110w1ng 
roll call vote: AYltS: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUCCi, Hitchoook, 
Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None. 

Mr. Bartlett received a oommun1ce.tio'n by telephone from the 
Columbia Steel Company requesting that the streets in f'ront of . 
said company be cleaned as soon as possible and stat1ng that 
said streets are reasonably clear of parked automobiles only at 
tive o'clock in the morning. 

Councilman B1tchoo·ok moved that the request ot the Colunida 
steel Company that the streets in front of said company be olean
ed in the near future at five o'clock in the morning be referred 
to the Street Department for ·consideration. Couno:t.l.man Be.bcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

ORAL COMMUNIC~IONS 

Mr. Charles Elman ot 318 South Figueroa street, LOS ~.les, 
introduced himself' to the COuncil and awiience and registered a 
complaint regarding the manner · in which the .1tyCouncil 1s 
attending to the housing situation. He also critioized the City'S 
bus system and the Council as a whole. 



Councilman Hitchcock moved that all bills properly audited 
be paid. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell, and MaGuire. NOES: COUNCIL
Mlm: None. ABSDT: OOUNCILMEN: None. 

upon the .otion of Counci~Hitchcock, seconded by COun
cilman Babcock, the meeting adjourned at 8:50 P.M. to September 
15, 1942, at 4:45 P.M. 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE OITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, (}alifornia 
September 15, 1942. 

The 0'1 ty Council of the O'i ty of Torrance convened in an Ad
journed Reg}ll.ar Meeting in the Council Chamber, City -Hall, Torrance, 
Califomi:a, on Tuesday, September 15, 1942, at 4:45 P.M. 

: Upon motion of aouncilman Hitchcock seconded by C'Ouncilma.n 
Babcock, Councilman Cuoci was apPOinted Mayor Pro-tem in the ab
senoe of Mayor MoGuire ... 

Olerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present 
being Councilmen Babcock, Hitchcock, and CUcci. Absent: Coun
cilmen: Powell and MoGuire. 

Ina~uch as this was an Adjourned Regular Meeting, the 
~e~lar order of business was dispensed with. 

WRI TUN COMMONI CA.'l'IONS 

A communication from Glenn M. Jain, Oity Engineer, addres
sed to the Uity C'ouncil, Attention Mr. Hitohcook"W8S read ad
vising that Fire Chief J. ll. McMaster has requested permission 
to arrange a transfer of John Eass and Casper Olemmer from the 
Park Department to the Fire Department for the (!]iuration of the 
war or until they can be replaced by men on -the Cavil Servioe 
list. The writer stated that the transfer met with the a.pproval 
of' his department providing that provision 1s made and permission 
granted to replace one or both of these men in the Park Depart
ment inasmuch as a transf'er at this time without a replaceIIBnt 
will seriously handicap the Park Department's work sohedU1.8. 

Oounoilman Hitchcook moved that the communication from the 
e::-ity Engineer regarding the trans1"er of John Fess and casper 
Clemmer :from the Park Department to the ]'ire Department be held 
over until' the next regular meeting. Oouncilman Babcock seconded 
the motiOll f whioh was carried unanimously. 

A. o,ommunioation :from the Oity Engineer, attention Mr. 
HitohcoCk, was read requesting tbat cons~eration be given to 

epose


